Remembering the Humane Society’s ‘Cat Whisperer’

By Pat Thomas

“This one’s going to be a lover,” Bob
would announce, after a visit with the new,
confused and frightened cat at the shelter.
For 20 years, Bob Amos was our resident
‘Cat Whisperer’ at the Adopt-a-Cat shelter.
He loved to “interview” each new cat—he
especially loved the silent, terrified kitties
who stick to the back of the kennel and
those who might hiss or lash out in defense.
That type of behavior didn’t faze Bob.
He talked to them softy, patiently until they
relaxed and accepted pets and rubs. Even
the nearly feral cats came to trust Bob and
talk to him.
For those who have visited the shelter,
you also know that Bob was an enthusiastic
matchmaker. He loved to pair a potential
owner with a cat of the most suitable personality and temperament. He spent long
evenings at the Shelter, visiting with the
Bob Amos, comforting a new and frightened resident of the shelter
resident cats, reading the newspaper and
enticing shelter visitors with his signature line, “Have you met (cat’s name) yet?”
On Saturday, May 26, 2018, Bob passed away after a fairly brief illness. He leaves behind an immense void at
the shelter. The cats, especially, are missing him and the volunteers deeply feel his absence. Bob was our dear
friend. There will be a celebration of his life on Tuesday, June 19 at 5:30 p.m. at Anchorage Lutheran Church at
1420 N St. 								Read another tribute to Bob on the next page

After enduring two years of life on the street,
Maddie now has a forever home
By Anita Roberts
Maddie is a cute, small, black, long haired Manx kitty that had been on
the street for almost two years when I finally managed to trap her. During her
time on the street I was leaving food and water out for her to make sure she
wouldn’t go hungry. Her fur was really matted and at the time, we didn’t even
know if she was a girl or boy.
After trapping her, we got her to Bering Sea Animal Clinic where they
shaved her and gave her the shots she needed. It turns out that despite being
on the street for so long, she is healthy, really friendly and has a healthy appetite. She has been adopted and has a forever home.

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!
Our most sincere thank you to all the volunteers who donate their time to care for our shelter cats, raise muchneeded funds and publicize our work. Your time, energy and love make our shelter a safe, comfortable and happy
place for the cats.
Thank you to Anita, Arlene, Karen, Terry, Linda, Dianna, Patrick, Donna, Andy, Yas, Will, Allison, Dena, Logan,
Catlin, Kanna, Shannon, Sabrina, Cristi, Heidi, Sophie, Clint, Trinity, Emma, Angel, Isabel, Laurie, Anna, Tina,
James, Kiyoko, Brenda, Pat, Bob, Jean, Erica, Caymen, Rhonda, Cameron, Julie and Rick.
We need help! If you are interested in volunteering, call Tina at 310-5514 for more information.

Support shelter cats while shopping
on Amazon.com!

Have treasures you don’t need?
Thanks to those who donated to our most recent
garage sale, which took place the weekend of June
9. Because of your generosity and the hard work of
volunteers, we raised over $3,000 dollars to benefit our
shelter cats. Hang on to your unneeded treasures for
the next garage sale, which is likely to be in 2019.

AmazonSmile, which is operated by Amazon, provides the same shopping experience as on Amazon.
com, but with a charitable benefit. When you shop on
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases
to a charity of your choosing.
1. Visit smile.amazon.com and login with your
Amazon account information (or sign up if you’re a
first time user).
2. Select Alaska Humane Society as the charity
your purchases benefit.
3. Shop as you normally would!
4. Bookmark the link to Amazon Smile so that you
can support the shelter every time you shop.

Remembering Bob Amos

By Freedom Dawn
I remember how delightful and
perfect Bob was for the Shelter. I remember when I first met him in 2006,
shortly after I arrived in Anchorage.
It was a few weeks after Labor
Day and I was in the market for a
new kitty. My Greyhound, Eddie, and
I had lost our cat friend, Arthur that
year. At the Shelter, I found two tabbies who tickled my fancy and both I
wanted.

Bob kept pointing me to another
cat, this loud, foul-mouthed old cuss
in the front office. His name was Willie and he was ornery, orange, and
missing half an ear. I just knew that
old cat would eat me and my dog
alive. I was NOT taking him home
with me. My Eddie might have been
large but he was timid and sweet. He
did not need a fighter in his house.
It took a week of visiting and of
Bob extolling the virtues of that cat
before I finally relented. He told me
that Willie came from somewhere
outside Willow where a man had
found him off the road system near
his dry cabin, as if someone had
dropped him in the woods and left
him for dead. The ear was lost to
frost bite. He had these little black
spots on his orange nose and the
most wiry fur ever known to cat-kind.
Bob told me if the cat didn’t work out
I could bring him back, but he just
knew this cat would be the cat for
me.
I changed his name to Atilla, like

Atilla the Hun, because he was willing to start a fight with any cat who
got near him. But within a week that
cat and Eddie were grooming each
other like best buddies. They slept
together on the couch all the time
and sat in the chair together and
looked out the window all day. They
rode down the AlCan together in my
crappy little car that fall.
Though Atilla was only with me
for little more than a year due to
unknown heart issues, I will forever
be grateful to Bob for knowing me
and my animal family better than I
knew myself. He picked the perfect
cat for me in my time of grief, a cat
that helped me to grow and learn that
grey and brown tabby cats aren’t the
most beautiful of cats. That every cat
is the most beautiful of cats and each
one is special.
Thank you for the many memories
over the years, Bob. But, especially
thank you for that first one at the Humane Society.

Check in with us on Facebook!
Last year, we found forever homes for over 100 kitties! There are several cats available for adoption right now. Call
us at 344-8808, cscroll through on our Adopt-a-cat.org Facebook group (not page) or visit the Adopt-A-Cat Shelter at
1200 E. 76th Ave. (Unit 1224).

Other ways to give
Besides financial contributions,
we need and welcome other items
to help us care for the shelter kitties.
These items include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Facebook updates from
Jolene’s forever home and
Mia’s forever home

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

medium-sized medical gloves
(sold at Costco)
hand sanitizer
cat litter (prefer Special Kitty,
sold at Wal-Mart)
bleach
Simple Green
Case of Friskies canned food
paper towels
banana boat style paper plates
(1lb size, at Costco)
liquid laundry detergent (unscented) with spigot
cat food (Iams, orange bags)
trash bags (heavy duty 13 gal)
new or gently used cat trees
towels and blankets
cat grooming tools (brushes,
combs and nail clippers)
dryer sheets
sponges and scrub brushes
gift cards to hardware stores
or pet supply stores
a commercial grade washing
machine and dryer

THANK YOU DONORS!

Alaska Humane Society would like to sincerely thank our donors. Your
generosity helps us provide quality care and a second chance for hundreds
of homeless, unwanted and infirm cats every year. To donate:
- Go to www.adopt-a-cat.org and follow the link to
donate via PayPal;
- Send a check, payable to Alaska Humane Society, to P.O. Box 240587,
Anchorage, AK 99524;
- Stop by our shelter office at 1200 E. 76th Ave., Unit 1224.
All donations are tax deductible.
Federal ID # 92-0072189

To make a pledge to the Alaska
Humane Society Adopt-A-Cat
Shelter, go to http://pfd.alaska.
gov. We are listed as “Adopt A

About the Alaska Humane Society

Founded in 1979, the Alaska Humane Society is a 501c3 nonprofit organization that operates a no-kill shelter and sanctuary for orphan cats. We
accept cats on the basis of need, not adoptability.
The shelter houses 100 - 150 cats, most of which are available for adoption, in a large, open floor-plan that allows them to enjoy a quality of life
outside of a cage. All cats in the shelter are spayed or neutered, vaccinated, screened for health issues and tested for feline leukemia, and
micro-chipped.
Our all-volunteer staff care for the cats and provide maintenance to the
shelter facility. Funding for the AHS is mostly comprised of donations from
local donors, with adoption fees accounting for the rest. We are not affiliated with any national organizations. www.adopt-a-cat.org
The Adopt-A-Cat Shelter is located at 1200 E. 76th Ave., Unit 1224.
Call 344-8808 for directions.
Hours of Operation
Monday – Friday: 7 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday: 3 p.m. – 6 p.m.

